
Challenges

- In 2014, there were over 65,500 pupils in Glasgow City Council schools.

- Around a quarter of adults over 16 in Glasgow have no qualifications.

- In 2011, the percentage of the population with Higher level qualification varied 
considerably between the neighbourhoods (ranging from 24% to 82%).

- 12% of young adults aged 16-19 in Glasgow were not in employment, 
education or training in 2011. 

Trends
- 16% of pupils are from an ethnic minority and 3% are from asylum seeker or 
refugee families.

- School attendance levels in Glasgow are generally lower than neighbouring local 
authorities and other cities.

- Secondary school attainment has been rising over the last ten years but are still 
lower than the Scottish average.

- Similar proportions of school leavers (25-30%) go on to higher education, further 
education or work/training. This means that approximately 90% of school leavers 
from state schools in Glasgow are progressing to 'positive destinations'. 

 

Education
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Challenges

- Glasgow has more jobs per resident than any other local authority in the west
of Scotland any any other Scottish city (apart from Aberdeen).

- 66% of working-age Glaswegians were employed in 2012/13; 7% lower than
the Scottish average and lower than in Aberdeen and Edinburgh.

 
 

cities in Scotland and the UK.

Trends
- Slightly less than 1/3 of working-age people are economically inactive, which
is relatively high compared with other Scottish cities and neighbouring local
authorities.

- Unemployment is relatively high in Glasgow compared with other Scottish
cities and neighbouring local authorities and almost doubled between 2008
and 2012, but has since dropped slightly.

 
more) peaked at 12% in 2012 and has since dropped below 10%.

The statistics referred to are from NOMIS, the Annual Population Survey, the Scottish Parliament, 
the House of Commons Library and the Electoral Commission. 

Economic Participation
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Challenges

 

 

Trends

-

 
   

 

 
 

The statistics referred to are from the Scottish Household Survey and the Glasgow Cultural 
Statistics Digest 

Cultural Vitality
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Challenges

- Just over 7,500 crimes were committed by youths (children under the age of 18)
in Glasgow in 2011/12 with offending levels rising rapidly in teenage years.

- The likelihood of being a victim of violence or of committing a violent offence
rises rapidly in the teenage years.

- In 2012 in Glasgow there were, on average, 280 domestic abuse incidents
reported each month where children were present.

Trends

- Reported levels of many crimes have been declining since 2006 in Glasgow but
the city still has a higher level of recorded crimes and incidents than neighbouring
local authorities and other Scottish cities.

- Despite decreases in reported violent crime, Glasgow experiences a level of
violent crime that is still twice the national average.

The statistics referred to are from the Scottish Government Recorded Crime 
Bulleting and Strathclyde Police

45453.01 Node Brief 04  18/07/2016  13:36  Page 1

Community Safety 



45453.01 Node Brief 04  18/07/2016  13:36  Page 2



Challenges

 Glasgow has the largest traffic volume of Scotland's local authorities.

- In Glasgow, very few children cycle to school (2.6%) and only 1.6% of adults
commute by bicycle.

- Wide variations exist between active travel levels in schools - from 9% to 96%
across Glasgow primary schools (Hands Up 2008).

- Pedestrian casualty rates are two to three times higher in the most deprived
areas compared with the least deprived areas.

Trends

- The number of licensed motorised vehicles in Scotland has more than doubled
from 1.3 million in 1975 to 2.8 million in 2014.

- Only a small proportion of people cycle to work (1.6%), although recent cycle
counts in the city suggest increases in journeys into and out of the city centre.

- Adult and child road accident casualties have been reducing steadily although in
the last seven years the number of adult cyclists injured on the roads has risen.

Transport
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Challenges

- In Glasgow, there are lower rates of volunteering, levels of trust and less social
contact with friends and relatives, compared to other UK cities.

- Social capital is generally lower across a range of indicators in more deprived
neighbourhoods.

- In 2011, 23% of adults in Glasgow felt they could influence decisions in their
local authority - a slightly higher figure than in Scotland. Compared to Liverpool
and Manchester, a slightly higher proportion of Glaswegians felt they could
influence decisions in their city.

Trends

- The vast majority of residents rate their local neighbourhood as a good place to
live, but still less so than in Scotland's other major cities.

- Reciprocity and trust are strong in Glasgow communities, with 2/3 of residents
feeling that there was a strong sense of reciprocity between residents of their local
neighbourhoods.

- Voter turnout in elections is clearly lower in Glasgow than in most other places,
but has risen at each general election since 2001, reaching 61% in the 2015 UK
General Election. Turnout also rose in Glasgow in the 2016 Scottish Parliamentary
elections to 47% (from 40% in 2011).

Social Capital
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Challenges

- Almost half of Glasgow's residents - 286,000 people - reside in the 20% most
deprived areas in Scotland.

- 33% of all children (over 36,000 children) were estimated to be living in poverty in
2012.

- Concentrations of child poverty vary dramatically across Glasgow, 10%-55% of
children by neighbourhood.

- In 2012, 22% of children lived in workless households.

- In 2012, 1/5 of households has a net annual income of less than £10,000, the
highest rate in Scotland.

Trends

- The proportion of Glaswegians with access to a bank or building society account
has risen in the last decade, but Glasgow is still below the national average.

- In-work poverty has been rising - nationally, more than 50% of adults defined as
living in poverty are working.

- The provision of food parcels and food aid has grown significantly in Scotland
and the rest of the rest of the UK in recent years.

Poverty
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Challenges
- Projections suggest that the city’s population is set to get older with the
population over 50 years of age predicted to rise by 57,000 between 2012 and
2037 to nearly 240,000.

- The number of households in Glagsow is predicted to rise by 24% in the next
25 years.

- Single adult households are projected to rise futher and will soon form the
majority of households.

- The proportion of lone parent households in Glasgow are also predicted to
rise further.

Trends
- Glasgow’s population has risen in the last ten years after decades of decline.
In 2014, the city’s population was estimated to be 599,650.

- In 2001, 5% of Glasgow’s population were from an ethnic minority, by 2011
this had risen to 12%. Glasgow has Scotland’s most ethnically diverse
population.

 
Glasgow, although the birth rate has stabilised in recent years.

- Migration into Glasgow has increased, principally due to an increase in
overseas migrants.

The statistics referred to are from National Records for Scotland and the Census.

Population
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Challenges

- More than half of Glasgow does not feel at all involved in their community and a 
further 29% report feeling not very involved.

- More than 1/3 of the population of the West of Scotland do not read a 
newspaper.

- Suicide rates for males are much higher than for females in Glasgow and are 
high compared with the majority of local authorities in Scotland. 

Trends

- Trends in political allegiance, religious attendance and trust are changing.

- In 2011, more than half (54%) of Glaswegians reported Christianity as their 
religion, but also almost a third (31%) of the population reported having no religion.

- In terms of political allegiance, Labour has historically been the most popular 
party in the city of Glasgow, but at the 2015 general election the SNP replaced 
Labour as the party most Glaswegians voted for. In 2016, all Glasgow's 
constituency MPs and MSPs are represented by SNP (other parties are 
represented as list MSPs in Glasgow).

- The suicide rate in Glasgow has declined since around 2005 for both men and 
women. The suicide rates in Glasgow and Edinburgh are now very similar.  

 
 

Mindset
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Challenges

- Damaging behaviours are, in the main, more common in the more deprived 
areas of the city. This is particularly notable for smoking, alcohol and drug-
related harm.

- Just under 1/4 of adults in Glasgow are obese and 2/3 are defined as 
overweight.

- Alcohol related deaths are the highest in Scotland for both men and women.

Trends

- Adult smoking rates have reduced over the last 10 years but nearly 1/3 of adults 
in Glasgow still smoke.

- Alcohol-related deaths rose steeply from the early 1990s, but have reduced 
slightly in recent years.

- Drug-related deaths and problematic drug use in Glasgow are both double the 
Scottish average. 

- Levels of adult physical activity are below the recommended level and have not 
improved since 2008. 

Lifestyle
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Challenges

 In the period 2012-14, Glaswegian men were estimated to live 3.8 years less (on
average) than men in Scotland as a whole and Glaswegian women were predicted to live 
for 2.4 years less on average. 

- There are wide geographic health inequalities. In 2008-12, there was a 15 year gap in
male life expectancy across Glasgow's neighourhoods and an 11 year gap in female life
expectancy.

- In 2010-12, men were estimated to live on average 14 years less in the most deprived
areas of Glasgow compared to the least deprived areas of the city; for women, the
equivalent gap has widened to nearly 11 years.

- Glaswegian men and women have the lowest healthy life expectancy of all Scottish
local authorities.

Trends
 Estimated male life expectancy at birth in the city increased by over 5 years (to 73.4 

years) and by 3.7 years for females (to 78.7 years) in the period 1991-93 to 
2012-14. 

- The likelihood of a 15 year old Glaswegian living to their 65th birthday has
increased over this period to 75% for boys and 85% for girls.

- 24% of working age adults reported having a disability in 2012.

- Mental well-being has been consistently lower in Glasgow than in other Scottish
cities.

 

Health
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- The predicted period of life spent 'not in good health' is 16.7 years for men and 20
years for women (in the period 2009-13).
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Challenges

 Levels of traffic-related air pollutants in the centre of Glasgow exceed the UK air 
quality objectives.

- Just over 1/3 of households in Glasgow were estimated to be in fuel poverty in 
the period 2011-13.

- 45% of private tenure houses are thought to be in need of urgent repair.

- 73% of dwellings in Glasgow are flats, reflecting the predominance of tenements 
in the city. 

Trends

 In 2014, Glasgow recycled 26% of its household waste, a lower figure than in 
neighbouring local authorities and other large Scottish cities.

- Around 6 out of 10 Glasgow residents live within 500m of derelict land, double 
the Scottish average, and the proportion of land in Glasgow that is vacant or 
derelict has not changed appreciably in the last decade. 

- CO2 emissions reduced by 14% between 2006 and 2013. 

Environment
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